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What power does clay possess if it is precisely this 
material that civilizations have called on to answer 

their existential questions: creation of life. 
Atelier Vierkant looks



Clay is a type of 
soil that is made up 

mainly from sili-
con and aluminium 
compounds. It is a 

mass that consists of 
small platelet par-
ticles smaller than 

0.002mm. Clay is a 
mineral. Clay is used 

in pottery and ce-
ramics.

Ceramics comes 
from the Greek word 

keramos, meaning 
earthenware vessel.

As a result of the 
chemical composi-

tion of clay or the 
addition of pigment, 

clay acquires a 
colour: red, brown, 

white or beige.
Chamotte clay, 

ground baked clay, 
is added to restrain 
the strong tenden-

cies clay possesses.

Does the clay become sinking 
sand if we begin to search for 
clay’s second skin?
Ancient cultures discovered this 
second content. What power 
does clay possess if it is pre-
cisely this material that 
civilizations have called on to 
answer their existential 
questions: creation of life. 
Is there something to be 
suspected behind the clay? 
What is hidden in the raw 
material of our workshop: the 
clay? Atelier Vierkant looks 
“behind the clay”.
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Adam “red earth”

In Hebrew, the name Adam suggests the colour 
red, or “red earth” and is related to the Hebrew 
word “adama” = earth. The first man is earth, taken 
from the red soil. According to the Tanakh, Bible, 
Quran, the Hadith and other writings, Adam was 
formed from clay, and then life was breathed into 
him.



BABYLON

In Babylonian mythology, the creator goddess is called 
Aruru. She formed the first man, Eabini, from clay. She mixed 
the clay with the blood of the rebellious god Geshtu-e.
In Mesopotamian mythology (3500 BC), Aruru was the 
“Queen of the mountain”, the goddess of the Potters. She 
made earthen dolls and painted them with menstrual blood. 
This was a ritual to honour the life-giving force. This mother 
goddess created man from the earth and infused him with 
blood.



EGYPT

Khnum is a god from Egyptian 
mythology. He is a very ancient water 
and Nile god who was able to make the 
level of the Nile rise and fall. There are 
representations in which he turns the 
sails of mankind on his potter’s wheel. He 
is the great potter and worked with silt 
from the Nile, the fertile earth of Egypt, to 
create men and women.



GREECE

Prometheus was the grandson of 
Uranus, the god of the sky. He was 
familiar with the divine matter that 
lays in the earth’s surface. He used 
the mud (clay) that he took to form a 
figure in the image of the gods. The 
goddess Pallas Athena, his divine 
friend, breathed into the lump of clay 
and thus gave man a spirit.



GOLEM

Golem is a character from Jewish folklore. The 
Golem was a human character, made from clay 
and brought to life by a rabbi, Rabbi Loew. The 
word Golem is derived from the Hebrew word 
“gelem” meaning raw material. In some versions 
of the legend, the name of God was written on 
his forehead. The word Emet (truth) was also 
written on his forehead. By taking away the first 
letter of Emet, the word Met (death) is formed 
and the Gollem destroyed.
The character of Gollum in the books of Tolkien is 
not based on Golem. In this case the name refers 
to the gurgling sound that the creature makes.
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A story 
made of 
inspiration 
and on 
transpiration.



To bring life in the 

raw material is the main 

purpose of every 

craftsman in Atelier Vierkant.
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