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AMANTIGA I — IBIZA
Amantiga

The cubist-inspired architecture of this 
home, owned by Sven Väth and developed 
by architect Jaime Serra Verdaguer, radiates 
an atmosphere dominated by a mix of 
nature chic, ethnic purism, and art. Tailored 
to the very specific tastes of its owner, an 
international epicurean, the house stands in 
stark contrast to the surrounding nature. A 
bank of sliding glass doors open all the way 
onto covered terraces that double the living 
space. A specially designed system of LED 
lights transforms the outdoor areas into a 
magical space filled with an ever changing 
glow of dancing colors. 

The owner-designed pool is made of black 
Italian slate, whose color changes from 
emerald green to anthracite to dark blue in 
the sunlight. Most of furniture is custom- 
made by Morgan Interiors from limed oak 
and combined with classic design elements.
 

Sven Väth

Sven Väth is quite simply unique. A legend  
in his own lifetime with a commitment and 
passion that has influenced the advance 
and evolution of electronic music. Clubs, 
record labels and careers have been 
launched. There are some people that are 
destined to emerge and change things. 
Change landscapes. Sven Väth is a risk 
taking visionary, an instigator, an innovator 
and very possibly invincible.
 It all started in Frankfurt in 1981. Quickly 
the figurehead for a techno revolution in 
Germany that was to spread far and wide. 
Worldwide. Setting sail alone, this was 1981 
and this was new. The Omen Club and so 
many other adventures punctuated this 
period, getting the sound out there. Vinyl 
then, vinyl now. Parties that mattered and 
changed things. Parties that reinforced a 
vision and eventually gave birth to Cocoon.
An extraordinary residency in one of the best 

clubs in the world was unleashed in 1999. 
Cocoon Ibiza, Amnesia on a Monday night. 
Now 15 years of parties that have set new 
standards in production and have never 
compromised on what matters. The music. 
An incredible risk became, and still is, one 
of the great successes in modern music and 
clubbing. A phenomenon now attracting 
upwards of 80,000 visitors in a 4 month 
season with Sven Väth front and centre 
throughout.
 Along with Cocoon Ibiza Sven created a 
booking agency (now Flash Artist Booking 
- targeting the best and the brightest), an 
event agency (Cocoon Event – spreading 
the vision across 5 continents and now over 
30 countries) and a record label (Cocoon 
Recordings - with a back catalogue stuffed 
with quality) that gets ever more important 
and just keeps growing.
 For all that you have to meet the man 
behind the decks to really get it. With vinyl 
flailing he picks up a crowd and takes them 
with him. At a Sven gig you are in a 
performance with no one knowing quite 
what is going to happen. It has always been 
so. There may be 120 gigs a year, some big 
some small, but you will always feel invited 
and you will always see the heart of the man. 
That heart belongs to the crowd. Everyone 
is a VIP. Sven Väth is rock and roll.

Photography: Jan Verlinde
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solitaire. Before delivery the unique pieces 
are signed and marked with a serial number. 
They are available in selected stores in 
Europe and the USA. Morgen & Friends is 
the showroom for international furniture and 
lighting manufacturers and of course 
craftsmen from all trades. During every day 
work and over the years friendships have 
developed, which complete the creation of 
living spaces to perfection.
 Väth called for Morgen Interiors to design 
the interiors and exteriors of the Villa 
Amantiga I. At entrance, a huge cactus has 
been planted in a grey UR80, while the 
name of the villa itself was carved into a 
small black K- Series pebble, with dark blue 
coloring into the letters. At the back, up on 
the stairs, a various selection of U shaped 
bowls are placed , and another group of 
series rhythm the space around the swimming 
pool, next to a clipped hedge of taxus.

In October 2014 there was a happening that 
expressed exactly this togetherness. It was 
a 50th birthday party that had everything.  
In stunning surroundings 12,000 people joined 
together in Mannheim to celebrate a monu - 
mental life and career. An unforgettable night 
of dancing and community. 
 In 2015 the most charismatic DJ of his 
generation is more vital and relevant than ever. 
Utterly professional, utterly unpredictable. 
No one else like him. Not even close. 

Morgen

Morgen was founded in 1998 by architect 
Sabine Mühlbauer and artist Thomas 
Tritsch. The Studio plans and implements 

interior design projects in public and private 
living spaces. Based in Frankfurt Osthafen, 
Morgen creates amongst other things 
projects and furniture for fares, museums, 
restaurants, clubs, shops, offices and the 
furniture industry from idea to finish. All 
furniture is produced in the in-house 
workshop based at the headquarters, 
following traditional rules of carpentry.
The Morgen furniture are timeless objects, 
inspired and created by working with 
individual customers and personalities.  
This way every piece of furniture has its  
own origin, idea and story. All pieces of the 
collection have a strong character, without 
being exorbitant. They integrate without 
downgrading; they can be combined, 
transformed and can always function as a 
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PRIVATE TERRACE   
— BERGAMO

Piccolo paradiso  
di relax 

The image is that of a postcard depicting  
an entrenched landscape surrounded by  
a picture frame. As a matter of fact, it is a 
window overlooking a wide terrace where 
you can enjoy the skyline of northern 
Bergamo. An outdoor room designed by 
Architect Giorgio Donati in collaboration 
with Zenucchi Arredamento. A fruitful 
partnership which has succeeded in giving 
this place, which is not easy to work with,  
a feeling of peace and relaxation. The choice 
of furniture colours turning to shades of 
dove grey, which match the floor, lend this 
huge space a sense of harmony and 
intimacy. In reality this was a terrace with 
considerable potential but, simply because 
of its substantial size, it was difficult to work 
with and furnish.
 The clients’ wish was to create a number 
of small functional ‘islands’ for different 
purposes, each communicating with another, 
but not located too close. The risk was to fill 
the whole space while nevertheless failing 
to achieve the goal. The architectural and 
furnishing designs manage to combine taste 
and refinement to yield an excellent result. 
Roda furnishings created a space devoted 
to conversation and, next to it, the banquet 
area.

Photography: Paolo Stroppa
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Royal Botania beds are used to furnish  
the dedicated solarium area. The two 
environments are virtually separated by  
the swimming pool and surrounded by  
a rhythmic juxtaposition of vases from 
Belgium. These are entirely handmade of 
clay, coloured with natural oxides and 
feature light and airy trees. Maple trees and 
graminaceous plants having a lithe bearing 
decorate the space and create a subtle 
barrier with the external space. Today, the 
terrace is a cosy little piece of relaxation 
paradise you can pleasantly enjoy, both during  
hot afternoons and on summer evenings 
when the city lights fade and give way to  
the magic of the stars.
 A various range of vases and bowls are 
displayed on the terrace: U and A shapes 
are combined with pebbles and round SR 
plates.
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PRIVATE HOUSE  
— MALIBU

Mark Beall & Associates

Mark Beall & Associates was established in 
2000 on the principle of creating beauty and 
functionality through the synergy of the site, 
the natural world, and human interaction. 
Mark is committed to engaging people with 
their surroundings. The distinctive environ-
mental qualities of each site are analyzed 
and engaged to both inspire and shape the 
psyche. How the site will be shaped and 
used is the human element contributed by 
the client or user. As the design profession-
al, he merges these two aspects into a 
user-friendly, cohesive whole whether for 
large public spaces or expanding beyond 
the traditional home environment to form 
outdoor living spaces. 

Mark Beall is committed to the collaborative 
‘team-based’ design approach both within 
the firm and in the work with other disci-
plines. Each individual or firm brings a 
distinctive viewpoint and experience to the 
table and thus collectively a better design is 
created. Their commitment also extends into 
the construction phase with our technical 
expertise and our focus on every detail. 

Malibu residence

This contemporary Malibu residence is 
inspired by streamlined European architec-
ture that unites the simplicity of walls, window 
and structure with stone floors in neutral 
tones. The background offsets the eclectic 
furnishings and owners’ modern art collection 
while paying deference to the ocean and 
spectacular views. For this project, Architect 
Richard Manion worked together with Michael 
and Alexandra Misczynski of Atelier AM in 
Los Angeles.

Photography: Undine Prohl
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Landscape

The visitor of the residence is welcomed at 
the entrance by a series of square RZ90 
vases in extra white clay finish planted with 
Pachypodium lamerei or tall spikey plant 
together with small orange succulents. Next 
the front gate door, small square planters 
where placed, planted with Polygala, ‘Petite 
Butterfly’. Once you enter, and step down 
the stairs, the designer used custom sized 
MUR120 vessels still in the bright extra 

white color planted with Gardenia ‘August 
Beauty’. Below, next to the front door, some 
low HV bowls are filled up with Beaucarnea 
recurvate.
 On the terrace , along the both separation 
walls, Mark used rectangular BRL vessels 
planted with Equisetum Hyemale at the one 
side, and Coprosma Tequila Sunrise at the 
other side. Again a group of small HV urns 
were filled up with orange succulents. In the 
corner, just next to the windows, two large 
Palms stand in B-Cube planters.
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PRIVATE  
RESIDENCE 
— CANNES

Recently, the architectural office of Collection 
Privée in Cannes, designed the initial part  
of a driveway with a series of AUB130 in grey 
clay finish lined up and planted with huge 
olive trees. This setting conveys to the 
entrance of the gate a cachet and grandeur 
for every visitor and eventual passer-by.

Photography: Jan Verlinde
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MEADOW 
— SANTA CRUZ

This coastal home farm is nestled amidst 
silvery, windswept olive orchards and 
undulating waves of sand colored Meadow 
grasses. Located between the city’s urban 
edge and the rolling coastal foothills,  
the landscape program integrates native 
meadow restoration, olive orchards, edible 
gardens, water catchment systems and 
animal husbandry all grounded in a modern 
ranch aesthetic of rural California.
 The built landscape elements forge a 
dialogue between the native landscape and 
the functional farm and include a rich palette 
of rammed earth, natural stone, reclaimed 
wood, Corten steel, gravel and smooth 
concrete. The bands of grasses embrace 
the architecture and olive orchards function 
as a welcome visual buffer from the 
surrounding urban context. The barn is 
directly connected to a herb-vegetable 
garden, goat paddocks, and a chicken 
coup. Each element is woven into a fabric 

that ties to a rich history and a deep 
connection to the land.
  Concrete water tanks storing precious 
rainwater for irrigation are enveloped in 
vibrant grapes and roses store. Stone and 
steel basins intercept overflow from the 
rooftops and disperse storm water into the 
orchards. The earth was carefully sculpted 
to deflect prevailing winds from the intimate 
seating spaces and all appears as one 
effortless move in concert with the gently 

rolling meadows. Function is celebrated in  
a modern expression in its purest form.
  This rigorous collaboration of Bernard 
Trainor with William McDonough Partners 
resulted in a rich interplay between contem-
porary architecture, a working home farm, 
and the ever-changing coastal landscape. 
The outcome is a nod to the timeless quality 
of honest materials that strike a prefect 
balance within this windswept natural 
environment.

Photography: Marion Brenner
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Bernard Trainor

Bernard arrived in Northern California in 
1995 and soon after fell in love with this 
land. Originally, he was raised on the 
Mornington Peninsula along Australia’s 
rugged South Eastern Coast below 
Melbourne. Here he developed a lasting 
awareness and appreciation of the native 
landscape that led to horticulture and 
design studies. Following his apprentice-
ship, he was awarded a scholarship that 
allowed him to move to England and study 
under the famed plantswoman and garden 
designer, Beth Chatto. Her regionally 
appropriate planting design further 
developed Bernard’s design philosophy and 
the direction of the designed landscapes 

that followed. Her influence was significant. 
In the years that followed Bernard then 
completed a Diploma of Landscape Design 
while studying at the Chelsea Physic Garden.
 Drawing on thirty years of passionate 
commitment to the study + practice of 
landscape design, Bernard is the founding 
principal and design director of Bernard 
Trainor + Associates. Throughout the years, 
he has completed four academic programs, 
practiced professionally in three countries, 
and continues to lecture extensively on the 
subject of Landscape Design throughout 
the world.
 As founding principal and design director, 
he is involved with his collaborative studio 
team on every landscape project, from 
conception to completion. The studio’s award 

winning projects, range from town-scaled 
gardens to extensive rural properties, have 
been featured in a wide range of books and 
publications throughout the world including 
the New York Times, Vogue Living, Garden 
Design, and more recently a monograph 
solely devoted to the firms work published 
by Princeton Architectural Press.
 In this project, Bernard used a UB-vase 
planted with Ischyrolepis Subverticilata 
(South African Rush),  a HK90 in taupe finish 
with Arcostaphylos ‘dr Hurd’ (Manzanita), 
UR100 with  Agave attenuate (Foxtail Agave)  
and a UF120 in white beige finish with 
Aeonium undulatum and Aeonium Canariense 
(Canary Island Aeoniums).



ATELIER VIERKANT — MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER — 201528 29

KPMG — BUDAPEST

KPMG - one of the ‘Big Four Accounting 
Firms’ and one of the leading audit tax & 
advisory firms in Hungary - moved to the 
Vision Towers Offices located in a very 
popular office district in Budapest called 
‘Váci út corridor’ in August of 2014. With 
750 employees, they occupy approximately 
11.000 sqm on the floors of the northern 
wing of the building.
 The interior designer of the office was 
MádiLáncos Studio, an architectural and 
design firm with a focus on corporate 
architecture and hotels, formed by Hungarian 
young architects. 
 KPMG assigned them to design the lobby, 
partners’ offices and common areas and 
the color and graphic scheme of the office 
spaces. 
 The construction works were already in 
progress when the interior designers joined 
the project. The structure and some of the 
walls have already been built. There were 
limited possibilities as they had to adapt the 
existing floorplans, spaces and even some 

of the selected materials.
 As the main design principle, ‘functional 
elegance and rational space organizing’  
has been conceived. Besides using all the 
technical elements available for today’s 
offices it was important to pay attention  
to the harmony of details to get a modern, 
fresh but elegant office. In accordance  
to the strict architecture of the building, 
geometric shapes appear also in the 
interiors; even the wall lights of the corridors 
projects geometric shades on the walls.  
The color concept of the main areas reflects 
KPMG brand colors: blue as accent with 
elegant grey and brown tones. More playful 
colors and shapes are used only in common 
spaces like kitchenettes, work cafés and 
lounges, where employees have their small 
breaks or informal meetings. 
 In the spaces of representation – lobby, 
conference area and manager floor – high 
quality materials have been used, such as 
the textured leather on the back of the 
reception or American walnut veneered 

doors. Sophisticated textures, playing with 
reflections and shades give life to the 
moderate colored spaces.
 In the lobby area there are more organic 
shapes to soften the structural, cubic 
geometry. The mural artwork of the lobby 
made by Andras Mengyan,  has been 
selected via a competition, organized by 
KPMG for Hungarian contemporary artists. 
To decrease the enormous height of the 
entrance, the ceiling is painted to dark blue 
and a floating, organic composition of  
white light fixtures is the focus of the space.  
Some Atelier Vierkant pebbles of the 
K-Series and pots also soften the strict 
geometry of the space and give it more 
warm tones. 

Photography: Zsolt Batár
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LA RESERVE  
— RAMATUELLE

A well-hidden paradise   

Perched on the scented heights, La Réserve 
Ramatuelle - Hotel and Spa primarily pro- 
vides a unique tête-à-tête with nature, to  
be enjoyed with every sense in heightened 
mode. With its streamlined lines and 
spectacular volumes, the building’s 
architecture and interior decoration has 
been redone by Jean-Michel Wilmotte, to 
create a delicately perched contemporary 
vessel overlooking the sea. Amid the chic 
ambience enhanced by natural materials, 
the subtle palette of mineral nuances is 
interpreted across a kaleidoscope of ochre, 
white and sandy tones, offering a dazzling 
reflection of Southern light. 
 Immense Mediterranean gardens descend-
ing towards the pinewoods, a private 
swimming pool whose azure reflections 
appear to blend with the blue of the sea and 
sky, contemporary architecture by Rémi 
Tessier … a warm, elegant second home,  
a spirit of ‘family life’ to relax, to breathe,  
to think of nothing but the joy of being 
together. For everything else, the hotel 
services are there to take care of every daily 
comfort. The housekeeper keeps watch 
over everything, from breakfast to the 
shopping and organization of every day, 
according to everyone’s wishes. She is 
backed by the private chef, the butler and 
the concierge who are available at any time 
to organize leisure activities and provide à  
la carte services. They are all dedicated to 
satisfying every whim and to ensuring that 
all tailor-made dreams come true, so that 
their guests can enjoy the pleasure of 
experiencing moments of freedom, far from 
constraints. 
 After Geneva and Paris, La Réserve 
opened a spa hotel on the outskirts of 
Saint-Tropez. Sited at the centre of a hill 
clad with holm oak and stone pine trees,  
in fusion with an extraordinary natural 
environment, La Réserve Ramatuelle is a 
new stylish and discreet refuge offering  
a five-star service to its guests. Wilmotte  
& Associés SA metamorphosed a 1970s 

building into 21st century luxury hotel.  
 Of the derelict building, the shell and 
plaster and brick facades have been 
preserved. This exceptional establishment 
with its pure lines is set into an estate 9,000 
m², which already was home to 12 rental 
villas. In the midst of the villas, the roof of 
the main building, with its pagoda-like 
aspect, grabs attention. Respecting the 
footprint of the existing building, Wilmotte  
& Associés SA has achieved a seamless 
integration into the Mediterranean land-
scape. With seven bedrooms and 16 suites, 
50 to 100 m2 each with a private terrace or 
garden, the hotel boasts natural materials in 
a magnificent palette of ochre, white and 
sand tones, as though echoing its surround-
ings. A 1000 m² spa, indoor and outdoor 
swimming pools, Turkish bath, bar and 

restaurant complete this hotel complex.  
In 2012, La Réserve was the 10th French 
luxury hotel to receive the ‘Palace’ distinction.
 For the outdoor decoration, Wilmotte 
selected a series of UF-vases with and 
without planting. The horizontal pattern of 
this model is echoed in the wooden frames 
of the sun shades at the outside of the 
building.

Photography: Jan Verlinde
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DOWNTOWN  
SUMMERLIN  
— LAS VEGAS
Photography: PDavid Marquardt

Downtown Summerlin shopping center is an 
outdoor business, entertainment, fashion and 
retail district within the affluent community 
of Summerlin, Nevada. It houses more than 
125 stores and restaurants, a five-screen 
movie theater, mid- and high-rise condos 
and luxury apartments, as well as One  
Summerlin, a nine-story office building.  
The 400-acre shopping development’s 
design is centered on pedestrian thorough-
fares with plenty of shade throughout and 
where Stone, steel and various metal 
facades provide a contemporary feel to  
the area. David Weinreb, CEO for Howard 
Hughes Corp, principle investor in the 
development, does not see the project  
as a mall, but as a real downtown.
 The property on which Downtown 
Summerlin is being built has been slated  
to be the community’s downtown area  
since the 1980s when the master-planned 
community was designed.
 Approximately 6,000 acres have been 
dedicated to housing development, 
specifically mid- and high-rise condos and 
luxury apartments. Construction will begin 
this fall on a three-story, 124-unit multifamily 
residential development that is opened in 
spring 2016.
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For this project, the developer chose Atelier 
Vierkant MRR130 vases in black anthracite 
clay, together with UR80 which prevent the 
cars to drive on the pedestrian areas. At the 
Park Centre Dr, UK vases planted with 
succulents rhythms the space, in combina-
tion with a water with different water plays, 
which were put in place to cool down the 
extremely hot temperatures in summer.
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1 HOTEL — MIAMI

1 Hotel

Occupying one entire city block on Collins 
Avenue, 1 Hotel South Beach sits directly on 
600 feet of pristine beachfront. The property 
offers unparalleled views of the Atlantic 
Ocean, Miami’s nature paradise Biscayne 
Bay and Downtown Miami’s ever-expanding 
skyline. Throughout the 426-room hotel,  
the celebration of nature is evident, from the 
graceful twist of driftwood furnishings to  
the ever-present sounds of the ocean and 
abundance of living, natural material.  
The property features four ocean view 
swimming pools, fully outfitted cabanas, an 
18,000-square-foot spa and fitness center, 
three superb restaurants and bars from 
award-winning chef Tom Colicchio, and a 
stylish rooftop pool and restaurant-bar with 
panoramic views of the ocean and Miami 
skyline. The property also offers 155 
residences in collaboration with LeFrak.

Photography: Bart Van Leuven
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Debora Aguiar Architect and designer Debora Aguiar 
compares her work for the South Beach 
Hotel with composing a movie: with several 
stories, plots, rhythms and harmonies, 
melodies, colors and backgrounds. The 
exuberance of the sea framing the land-

scape, the warm climate and the diversity  
of people make it very special. Her design 
sensibility takes its roots from her home 
country Brazil. This is where she developed 
her obsession: the energy nature brings to  
a space. “In South Beach, the focus was to 

remove the dividing lines between indoors 
and outdoors. It’s an incredibly lush, textured 
place; all we have to do is open the doors 
and invite it in.”
 Large windows bring the sunlight into the 
room. Spacious and airy interiors let in the 

ocean breeze. “We accented each environ-
ment with fixtures and fabrics that feel alive, 
stitching nature into the things we touch 
every day. When brought together, these 
elements create a comfortable and relaxing 
environment which asks to be lived in”.
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Meyer Davies Studio

Meyer Davis Studio, Inc. is a full service, 
global, award-winning design firm. Founded 
in 1999 by Will Meyer and Gray Davis, the 
firm has established itself at the forefront  
of the nation’s high-end residential and 
commercial practices. In addition to the 
extensive list of restaurants and retail 
boutiques in the firm’s repertoire, there are 
the various hotels both nationally and 
internationally that MDSI has designed and 
renovated. 
 Architects Will Meyer and Gray Davies 
were in charge to work out the entire design 

of the 1 Hotel. As New Yorkers, they were 
surprised when they first came to South 
Beach. The city is as dynamic as nature 
itself. Here, different energies coexist and 
collide. Some people see it as a private 
escape, others as a high-energy social 
scene. This contrast of opposites is in the 
balance that defines the city; the relation-
ship between nature and architecture. 
This is why 1 South Beach is home to 
thoughtful and carefully crafted outdoor 
living environments. From the breeze swept 
lobby to the open air lounges and four 
distinct swimming pools, each space at  
1 South Beach offers a different take on 

relaxing in South Beach. Whether you’re 
seeking a secluded space to read a book or a 
lively rooftop pool with a bar and kitchen and 
panoramic views of downtown Miami, 1 South 
Beach’s unique outdoor spaces offer it all. 
 Nature spills inside with architectural 
details inspired by the beach and ocean.  
A seamless link from indoors to out makes  
1 South Beach a special place to unwind  
on our own, or in the company of friends.  
With this in mind, the architects designed 
the hotel grounds and interiors to compli-
ment human nature.
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Plant the future

The architects selected a wide range of 
organic shaped vessels and the plantations 
were taken care of by Miami based plant 
specialists Plant the Future. 
 The company, founded in 2008, is a 
nature-inspired design company based in 
the Wynwood Art District in Miami, Florida. 
The company was founded by Paloma Teppa, 
industrial designer and artist, as a way of 
fusing design, architecture, art, and nature. 
The company creates unique plant arrange-
ments, and living art installations as well as 
offers landscape architecture and interior-
scape design services to top-tier customers 
in South Florida and across the US.
 At the entrance O and U Vases are used 
with  a variety of Echeverria Succulents, 
Burro’s Tail Sedum, and Aloe Vera.  
 The O Series at the Beachcraft Restaurant 
are planted with small fruit trees and wild 
grasses. In the lobby, rectangular BRL troughs 
separate the different sitting areas, while at 
the seafront different groups of UR and  
O Series planted with grasses rhythm the 
space around the pool area.



ATELIER VIERKANT — MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER — 201546 47

SHOWROOM  
— SAN FRANCISCO

NEW COLLECTION  — In May, Atelier 
Vierkant USA, presented its newest 
collection at their showroom in the  
San Francisco Design District. Newly 
shaped vessels with color finishes and the 

second generation of clay pebbles where 
presented for a public of architects and 
designers. The showroom on 111 Rhode 
Island Street, #15, is open for viewing on 
business days from 9am to 5pm.

Photography:  
Marion Brenner
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OFFICE TERRACE  
— MIAMI DESIGN  
DISTRICT

Miami District

The Miami Design District is a neighborhood 
dedicated to innovative fashion, design, 
architecture and dining experiences.  
The Miami Design District is owned by 
Miami Design District Associates, a 
partnership between Dacra, founded and 
owned by visionary entrepreneur Craig 
Robins, and L Real Estate, a global real 
estate development and investment fund, 
specializing in creating luxury shopping 
destinations. Together Dacra and L Real 
Estate have actively transformed the 
once-overlooked area of Miami into a 
vibrant destination for residents and visitors 
by presenting the best shopping, cultural 
and culinary experiences within an 
architecturally significant context. 
 The vision for a rejuvenated Design 
District — responsive to its historic, urban 
and tropical context — was codified in an 
urban master plan developed by the 
award-winning master planners Duany 
Plater-Zyberk, with the additional participation 
of architects including Walter Chatham, 
Hariri and Hariri, Juan Lezcano, Terence 
Riley, and Alison Spear. The Miami Design 
District embodies a singular dedication  
to the unity of design, fashion, art and 
architecture, and a commitment to 
encourage a neighborhood comprised  
of creative experiences.

Photography: Bart Van Leuven
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Delva Landscape Design

The office concept has been created by the 
Dutch interior design office Puur Plus, while 
the plans for the terrace have been worked 
out by landscape designer Steven Delva.
 Steven received his Garden- and Land-
scape Architecture diploma in Gent (BE) and 
completed his master studies in Landscape 
Architecture at the Academy of Architecture 
in Amsterdam. The main team of young 
landscape architects, urban designers and 
civil engineers work together with external 
specialists like urban ecologists and 
contractors. Delva Landscape Architects has 
built up expertise in projects which often 
address major current challenges such as 
sustainability, infrastructure, ecology and the 
changing meaning of the public space.  
 Their work has been internationally 
published. Founder Steven Delva is a regular 
guest judge on various international 
universities and teaches at the European 
Master of Urbanism in Leuven, Belgium and 
at the Academy of Architecture in Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands.
 For this location, Delva chose a series  
of anthracite RR and RRH vessels planted 
with palm trees, in combination with high ZS 
– sittings made of clay and teak wood. 
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COLOURS
MORE THAN …
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CLUB 21 GALLERY  
— SINGAPORE

Atelier Vierkant and Club 21 Gallery recently 
opened a gallery in Singapore with an 
installation showcasing key pieces from the 
latest collection. Located in the Link Bridge 
between Hilton Hotel and Four Seasons 
Hotel, the installation recreates an abstract 
landscape on a plywood platform. 
Like the ebbs and flows of forms found in 
nature, the presentation starts with a gentle 
rhythm created by large pebbles and 
clay-and-timber seating, which is interrupted 
by a cluster of striking, monumental vessels, 
before returning to a placid landscape of 
low seating. This allusion to nature is apt for 
the vessels and seating elements; made of 
clay from the earth and sculpted by hand, 
each one is a fine synthesis of the natural 
and the handmade. Their inviting forms 
beckons passers-by to sit and rest while 
their tactility seduces the touch of the hand. 
Alongside the installation, images showcasing 
products in various hospitality, residential 
and commercial locations around the world 
highlight their uses as attractive planters,  
as artful sculptures, or both. 
 

‘The installation illustrates the new lines and 
designs, showcasing pebbles from the first 
and second generation, together with 
seating and high sculptural vases with a 
colour texture. The aim of this installation is 
to allow architects, designers, end-users,  
or simply interested passers-by to discover 
the spirit and expression of our collection. 
As we cannot bring the workshop to 
Singapore, we have brought, through its 
finest expression to the Club 21 Gallery,  
an example of our savoir faire, as well as an 
invitation for designers to come up with 
their project ideas and work on an existing 
product or a custom design,’ explains Dries 
Janssens, Atelier Vierkant’s sales director 

and a second generation scion of the family 
run business.
 This installation is a follow up to the 
Atelier’s inaugural presentation at the second 
edition of MAISON&OBJET Asia held in 
March 2015. Their presence at the prestig-
ious furnishings and accessories fair 
represents the brand’s ambition to expand 
their presence in Asia. ‘We encourage direct 
dialogue with architects and designers in 
the discussion and realisation of projects. 
To answer to the growing need of architects, 
to have their concepts and designs realised 
in a workshop that they can discuss with and 
contact directly, we plan to do more such 
presentations in the near future’. 

Photography: Edward Hendricks 
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PRIVATE HOUSE  
— PRAGUE

The concept

The location of the garden is in the residen-
tial area of the city Ricany close to Prague. 
Located on a corner of two streets and 
relatively small, it is very visually opened to 
the neighboring houses. These predisposi-
tions give functional frame for the concept. 
The garden had to provide a pleasant refuge 
in the greenery also as the clients privacy. 
The limited surface signifies that every detail 
is very perceived and had to be considered.
 The garden was designed almost at the 
same time as the building and in a close 
cooperation with the project of the house. 
This fact was very important for creating 
mental and physical linking between the 

interior and exterior. The garden surrounds 
the house and the aim was to make smooth 
passage from the interior to the exterior and 
let the garden visually come into the house. 
 The interior opens to the garden by the 
granite terrace. The surface of terrace is inter-
rupted by integrated trees (Betula jacque-
montii) and transiting to the greenery by a 
free grid of pavement. The idea of the space 
is to blend the elements of hardscape and 
the vegetation. 
 The garden was conceived as aerial,  
light composition of ornamental grasses, 
perennials and trees. The color pallet of the 
garden changes every season; springtime is 
announced by bulbs plants (species of 
spring bulb plants as Muscari, tulips …), 

early flowering shrubs (Cornus florida) and 
trees (Magnolia). Later ornamental giant 
onions appear (Allium giganteum) and 
perennials that flower till late autumn. In the 
winter the garden is defined by evergreen 
plants (Buxus, Magnolia grandiflora), 
ornamental grasses and shrubs as Siberian 
dogwood with its very theatrical red branches 
in composition with white trunks of birches 
(Betula jacquemontii). Trees and hornbeam 
hedge provide the higher level of vegetation 
and also the background of the garden. 
 Fluorescent sticks that react to the light 
accomplish the vegetation. They are integrat-
ed into the grasses having the same structure 
and underline the effect of vegetation waving 
in the wind.

Photography: Jan Faukner
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Pebbles

The architecture of the house is very simple, 
orthogonal and pure. Colors on the facade 
are strictly in white and tones of grey.  
The architect Jitka Tomsova opted for 
organic EM, HK and A Series to soften the 
space. Pots and pebbles appear in the 
garden and also in upper terrace in the first 
floor. They play an important role of objects 
that accomplish the garden. They also 
provide the linking between the interior and 
the exterior and divide the composition into 
scenes. Pebbles are used in composition as 
solitaires making the game and contrast of 
scales.

Jitka Tomsova

Jitka Tomsova studied landscape architec-
ture and design in France at the Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure de Versailles and in 
Czech Republic. In 2010 she founded  
a studio for landscape architecture and 
design atelierrouge.
 Realizations: residential gardens (Czech 
Republic, France), public spaces and objects 
(Recent object of Poeziomat- exterior 
jukebox for poetry in Prague, Moscow, Kiev 
and prospectively in Berlin and NY).
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EUROPABANK  
HEADQUARTERS  
— GHENT

Europabank recently reopened its head-
quarters in Ghent. The bank had asked 
architect Piet Van Oost to come up with a 
new, fresh and modern concept for its 
offices, starting with the headquarters in 
Ghent. The opening of the first completely 
restored office coincided with the bank’s 
50th anniversary.

The colours of the Europabank logo are 
reproduced in the interior: yellow for all the 
customer reception areas (reception desk 
and office chairs by Hay), black for the 
Gispen office chairs, lettering and AH220 
vases (Atelier Vierkant). All set against a 
restful warm white interior background and 
soft grey-beige Cote d’Este flooring.  

Individual offices are in turn separated by 
white, room-high acoustic screens with a 
hint of yellow. The playful forms of the white 
lighting elements (Delta Light) are reflected 
in these screens.

Photography:  Bart Van Leuven
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VERMUT RESIDENCE 
— HEALDSBURG

STRATA is a landscape architecture firm 
specializing in high- end residential 
landscape design. The office is focused on 
northern California gardens, but has license 
in Hawaii and New York as well. They have 
recently completed projects on the Big 
Island in Hawaii, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
and California’s wine country, not to 
mention many projects that are within 50 
miles of San Francisco. Their work compli-
ments the architectural style of the 
residence, is environmentally suited to the 
surrounding landscape and is pure with 
regard to the use of construction materials. 

the façade. Strata replaced much of the 
existing water consumptive plantings which 
surrounded the house with a palette of 
plants that are Mediterranean. The Atelier 
Vierkant vases at the front door were filled 
with plants with dark burgundy leaves and 
lime green flowers, Phormium, Heuchera, 
and Euphrobia. These plants contrasted 
with the light greens and greys of the 
surrounding plants. The pots used in the 
back garden replaced dated terra cotta pots 
and were each filled with a dwarf olive, 
which will be pruned into a topiary ball. 

The bay area environment is rich with 
topographic and climatic complexity and 
the climate is favorable to horticultural 
selections from around the world. 
 Strata selected Atelier Vierkant vessels 
for the residence in Healdsburg to make an 
existing traditional house more contempo-
rary. The interior designer Jacques Saint 
Dezier transformed the interiors from what 
was a gloomy Tudor style to having a fresh 
contemporary flare. Additionally, the oak 
forest that enveloped the house was pruned 
to allow for spectacular views of the valley 
floor and the house was painted to enliven 

Photography:  
David Livingston
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HUT HOUSE 
— KAUAI (HAWAII)

After many years of owning a small house 
retreat on the tropical North Shore of Kauai, 
a 3-acre hilltop site near Kalihiwai Bay was 
acquired with the intent of creating a 
residence that complimented the powerful 
landscape and history of the island, and the 
contemporary aesthetic interests of the 
owner and architect. The owner desired to 
build a residence where she would move  
to fully embrace the land, natural climate, 
Hawaiian traditions, as well as her passions 

such as art and music. A closely collabo-
rative process between the owner and 
Architect resulted in 2 years of intensive 
design research and time on the site to 
develop the form and function of the house 
that is a complete reflection of the Client’s 
desired way to live and new architectural 
approaches. 
 Designed for the tropical climate of the 
Kauai North Shore, one of the wettest 
places on earth by annual rainfall, the house 

embraces the notion of indoor/outdoor living 
by creating an equal amount of insulated 
indoor spaces and sheltered outdoor spaces 
in a singular footprint. 
 For the inner courtyard, the designer 
selected a series of fired clay boulders,  
K- Series , in white an grey shades and two 
U-shaped urns – each placed in the corners 
and surrounded with dark pebbles.

Johnston Marklee 

Johnston Marklee’s diverse portfolio, led by 
principals Sharon Johnston and Mark Lee, 
is unified by a singular conceptual approach 
to each project where the relationship 
between design and building technology are 
explored to create unique works of 
architecture. The work of Johnston Marklee 
is recognized internationally for its engage-
ment with contemporary art practices while 

being deeply rooted in the history and 
foundations of the discipline. The firm draws 
upon an extensive network of collaborators 
in related fields, including contemporary 
artists, graphic designers, writers, and 
photographers to broaden the breadth of 
design research. 
 Johnston Marklee has a varied architec-
tural portfolio including residential, retail, 
commercial, hospitality, and institutional 
projects, with a particular focus to the arts. 

Current projects include the new Menil 
Drawing Institute in Houston, the renovation 
to the Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Chicago, and the Solo House in Spain. 

Photography: Undine Prohl
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SOFAZ — BAKU

Besix and Blaire Investments recently 
finished the realization of the SOFAZ tower, 
the new administrative building of the State 
Oil of Republic of Azerbaijan, located in its 
capital Baku. It is a unique project which 
combines ancient history of the Azarbaijani 
Carpet Schools with most recent techno-
logical innovations. 
 The history of a country can be discov-
ered through its art. Among the variety of 
crafts, the art of carpet- weaving traced 
back to the ancient times has been a 
widespread cultural practice. Inspired by 
Azarbaijan’s ancient and contemporary 
carpet weaving, Philip Vanherrewege, 
architect at Blaire Investments, offered a  
9 Carpet Schools concept giving the Tower 
that magic touch which makes it so different 
form other high class office buildings. 
Motifs of Tabriz, Shirvan, Ganja, Garabakh, 
Guba, Irevan, Baku and Nakhchivan are 

widely used in almost each corner of the 
building. The ground floor is dedicated to 
the Tabriz and Shirvan Schools, while 
ornaments of the Ganja School are used in 
the Mezzanine floor which holds the Fund’s 
library. The 2nd floor, where the Auditorium 
and Canteen are located, is dedicated to 
the Garabakh School; geometrical elements 
that are dominant in the Gazakh School  
are applied in the Conference and Board 
Rooms on the 3rd floor. Symbols of the 
Guba school are used on the 4th floor. 
Offices for the Deputy Executive Directors 
that are located on floors 17 and 20 are 
dedicated to the Irevan School. Natural 
colors decorate the Executive Director’s 
office and Conference rooms on the 21st 
floor. A breathtaking panaroma floor is 
adorned with Nakchivan ornaments.
 The Winter Garden consists of two 
spaces which are connected with a 

mezzanine level via internal stairs. Here, the 
patterns of the Shirvan School are in the 
decorative elements with a pearl white 
background, while the composition on the 
walls is based on flower motifs closed in a 
geometrical form inside a shebeke-network. 
To complement the flower pattern design, 
the architect has selected a series of 
handmade AH130 vessels placed alongside 
the windows. In the centre a group of 
pebble stone K-series seatings are placed 
randomly, while other UF-range vases made 
in anthracite black clay balance the space 
and carry high trees. In the corridors 
throughout the tower, elegant MH-series  
in white finish are used in order to visually 
guideline the visitor from one open space to 
another. 

Photography:  Bart Van Leuven



ATELIER VIERKANT — MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER — 201590 91



ATELIER VIERKANT — MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER — 201592 93



ATELIER VIERKANT — MAGAZINE SEPTEMBER — 201594 95

ANTHEM OF THE  
SEAS

Creating colourful corners, adding innova-
tive wall accents, disguising ships’s pillars 
and installing spectacular focal points are 
just some of the reasons the German 
landscape design firm Dauerflora has been 
called up by numerous customers and 
architects involved in a myriad of interior 
settings. 
 Although land based clients such as 
hotels, shopping malls, swimming centres 
and office buildings demand Dauerflora’s 
services, at 70 per cent of it, the cruise 
industry that makes up the lion’s share of 
floral and planting projects for the Hamburg 

based business. Each onboard project 
comes with its own unique set of challenges. 
The Dauerflora team includes florists, 
landscape designers, carpenters, metal 
workers and theatre sculptors. Together 
they meet the challenges in a highly 
professional ways and translate their 
customers’ expectations into beautiful 
creations.
 The construction of the cruise ship 
Anthem of the Seas had been commis-
sioned by Royal Carribean. It was delivered 
in early April this year. The ship has 16 
passenger – accessible decks, 8 of which 
feature balcony staterooms overlooking the 
ocean. Like the Solstice class, those 
staterooms above the the life boats are 
recessed into the superstructure and don’t 
look down directly to the ocean. With its 
length of 348m and a height of 41 to 
waterline, it has maximum capacity of 
almost 5000 guests. 
 For the green decoration around the 
swimming pool and sundecks, Dauerflora 
opted for a repetition of rectangular BRL 
vases in white finish. For several corners, 
the designers used the cylindrical CL series 
planted with low palm trees.

Photography:  Bart Van Leuven
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STOUT & CO  
— AMSTERDAM

Fleming Steven Delva and Dutchman Stefan 
Bennenbroek combined three design plans 
in one single building: A total project in the 
centre of Amsterdam in which the bounda-
ries between working, living and receiving 
guests flow into one another.
 In the beginning the couple considered 
purchasing just one part of the former Stout 
& Co brewery, but in the end circumstances 
forced them to purchase the entire property. 
The ground floor houses the design offices 
of Delva Landscape Architects and Puur Plus 
designers while the first floor has been 
converted into a B&B with five mini apart-
ments. And each of the architects converted 
the top floor into two private 270 m2 lofts for 
themselves, with views over the city.
 Each of the apartments has views over 
the beautifully restored brewery buildings at 
the front and access to the shared terrace 
at the back. For the landscaping of the 
terrace, Delva designed a series of RR pots 
and red U-shaped plant pots with hostas.
For the interior design, Steven and Stefan 
worked together with young Flemish 
Designers. The sofas are particularly 
eye-catching and were designed by Stefan, 
with upholstering by Jeffrey from Bruges. 
 The cushions were created by his 
partner, Ilse Acke. On the wall hang lambs 
by designer Heidewinne and old West 
Flanders bicycle tax discs.

Living and working  
in a brewery — Stout & Co  
combines working, living and  
guest accommodation.

Photography:   
Bart Van Leuven
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Puur Plus

Interior architect Stefan Bennenbroek has 
been at the helm of Puur Plus Ontwerpers 
since 2001. The Puur Plus team of architects, 
product developers and interior designers 
primarily combine their expertise to produce 
designs for retail premises, with particular 
emphasis on customized projects and 
timeless design. In recent years, the company 
has worked in close consultation with the 
Dutch chain Suit Supply, designing a number 
of stores in which increasingly new and 
innovative concepts have been implemented.
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Delva Landscape Architects

After completing his studies in Ghent, 
Steven Delva headed for Amsterdam where 
he obtained his Master’s Degree in 
Landscape Architecture. Steven went on  
to work for, among others, Luc Enghelhard 
and Lodewijk Baljon, until he set up his own 
company in 2008. Delva designs projects 
for private individuals, designers and 
government authorities in the Benelux. 
Sustainability and the inherent dynamics of 
nature are the leitmotif throughout his work, 
which ranges from the garden of a villa in 
De Panne to a park redeveloped on disused 
land in Amsterdam.
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KINGS PLA ZA  
— BROOKLYN

Kings Plaza Shopping Center is a shopping 
center that opened in 1970 in Brooklyn, NY. 
The mall was originally owned by a joint 
venture between R.H. Macy’s and Alexander’s 
and is currently owned and managed by 
Macerich. Kings Plaza originally hosted the 
now-defunct Alexander’s, as well as Macy’s 
department store chains. It began to operate 
a branch of Sears in 1997 where the 
Alexander’s was previously, and underwent 
extensive renovations in 2001. Alexander’s 
Inc., a real estate firm controlled and 
managed by Vornado Realty Trust and 
successor to the department store, 
previously owned the mall, with its parent 
Vornado responsible for management.  
It was announced in May 2012 that 
Alexander’s/Vornado planned to sell the 
mall with the rest of the Vornado enclosed 
mall portfolio, and in October 2012, 
Macerich announced it was buying the mall 
in a deal that closed at the end of 2012.  
With approximately 4,200 jobs in retail 
services and over 120 individual stores, 
Kings Plaza is the largest such shopping 
center within the borough of Brooklyn. 

In summer 2014, the center started a 
significant renovation project that includes : 
reconstruction of its parking garage, 
renovation of the exterior façade and 
signage, as well as a renovation of the interior 
common areas and décor. The property 
also houses retailers such as Michael Kors, 
Fossil, Justice and Brothers.
 Atelier Vierkant vessels were used 
throughout the whole center : AUS100 
Series with different color patterns and 
textures planted with a variety of Sanseveria, 
grasses and indoor plants; black anthracite 
BRF with a horizontal pattern and large UF 
vessels in grey taupe finish placed at the 
entrance of the Mall.

Photography:  Stephen Johnson
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LUX- 
ANTWERP

Restaurant Lux opened its doors in 2013. 
After 10 years since its early start in 2001,  
a total redesign of the interior and exterior 
was due. AID Architects chose for both a 
simple and luxurious design where 
authentic elements and materials of the 
historical building in combination with 
modern Scandinavian accents. With Master 
cook Bert Zaman in the kitchen, the culinary 
level was brought to new heights.
 For the decoration of the bar Festiv, just 
next tot the Lux, the architects chose for a 
slick design with echoes of the docks and 
the maritime location : right riverside of  
the Schelde ('t Eilandje) just next to the 
Bonaparte docks and the marina. The clay 
pebbles of the K- Series complete the 
setting and are object to discussion  
for guests and accidental passers-by.

Photography: 
Bart Van Leuven
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